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Marine Life Study Cruises at The Maritime Aquarium
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EXCITING ANIMAL ENCOUNTERS ON LONG ISLAND SOUND

CONTINUE INTO THE FALL DURING STUDY CRUISES

WITH THE MARITIME AQUARIUM AT NORWALK

NORWALK, CT  –   September is the month to go back to school, but it’s also a great time to discover what’s schooling in Long Island Sound, during a Marine Life Study Cruise offered by The Maritime Aquarium at Norwalk.

These exciting hands-on cruises – which bring fish, crabs, lobsters and other animals up out of the Sound and onto the research vessel Oceanic – depart at 1 p.m. daily through Aug. 31.  In September and October, they’ll leave the dock on Saturdays at 1 p.m.

“The study cruises are such a great experience – for the immediacy of the animal encounters and the anticipation of what might come up,” said Jack Schneider, the Aquarium’s curator of animals and programs director. “They also have great value in showing participants that the Sound is very much alive and worthy of our protection.”

During each 21/2-hour cruise, animals are collected from different water levels and bottom habitats of the Sound. A videomicroscope provides a magnified look at wriggly plankton gathered at the sunlit surface. A biodredge reveals a hidden world of snails, worms and tiny crabs from the muddy bottom.  And everyone inspects the trawl net's bounty, which is different every cruise. 

Maritime Aquarium educators involve participants in all aspects, from poking through the mud sample in search of crabs and worms to helping to pull in the trawl net to returning animals into the water.

Besides being fun and eye-opening, Marine Life Study Cruises also contribute to local scientific research. Details about the animals brought onboard are entered into the Aquarium’s Long Island Sound Biodiversity Project, a database on the physical and biological features of the Sound. The database, available online for teachers and researchers, will reveal any changes in the Sound over time.

Also during the study cruises, as part of a Horseshoe Crab Census conducted by Sacred Heart University in Fairfield, The Maritime Aquarium tags and records data about all horseshoe crabs collected. 

Cost of a Marine Life Study Cruise is $20.50 per person ($18.50 for Maritime Aquarium members).  All passengers must be at least 42 inches tall.  
Reservations are strongly recommended; walk-up tickets will be sold space permitting. The Oceanic can accommodate 31 passengers.
Marine Life Study Cruises also are available for charters – at 9 a.m. & 1 p.m. on weekdays for schools and at 9 a.m. on weekends for Scouts and other groups.
Cruises depart from the dock near the Aquarium's IMAX Theater entrance. 

To reserve your spot on a Maritime Aquarium Marine Life Study Cruise, or for more details, call (203) 852-0700, ext. 2206.

###

Press materials are available on the Aquarium web site:

www.MaritimeAquarium.org/about_press.html 

Download a variety of Aquarium photos, whenever they're needed, from our FTP server ftp://www.MaritimeAquarium.org.  Contact the publicist for access. You can also receive specific photos via e-mail or a photo CD. Contact Dave Sigworth.

The Maritime Aquarium at Norwalk inspires people of all ages to appreciate Long Island Sound and protect it for future generations. A vibrant and entertaining learning environment, it achieves this goal through living exhibits, marine science, and environmental education.

The Maritime Aquarium receives support from the State of Connecticut Commission on Culture and Tourism.
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NORWALK, CT  –  Susan Zabrocky, an educator for The Maritime Aquarium at Norwalk, displays a large summer flounder brought aboard the research vessel Oceanic during a recent Marine Life Study Cruise.  These public-education cruises, which bring animals up out of Long Island Sound for examination, will depart at 1 p.m. Saturdays in September and October.  Reservations are strongly recommended. For reservations or more details, call (203) 852-0700, ext. 2206.
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