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To Identify Color and Shape
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Abstract:

Identifying color and shape are as challenging to a special education student as calculus is to an honors student in the high school classroom.  The many exhibits at The Maritime Aquarium at Norwalk, Ct., offer the special education teacher the opportunity to make this process a truly exciting one for every intellectually disabled K-5 student.  The same can be stated for the regular education teacher who has disabled students included in their mainstream program. The colors studied in the classroom are displayed in striking realism in each exhibit and are presented in the various forms of the representative invertebrates and vertebrate species alike.  As the students view each aquaria they will see the colors and shapes studied in their classroom moving through the tanks in a ballet of interactions ranging from borrowing and rock-hiding to schooling and soaring through their aqueous environment. At one such exhibit, students will even be able to touch specimens that actually live along the coastline in their community.  An activity sheet is supplied for them to identify the shapes of organisms and color each one with crayons. 

Type of Activity:

Group Activity

Community Outreach 

Standards and Competencies:

Since each special education students has their own identified need(s) there are no Standards or Competencies that cover any one age or academic group.

For specifics in these areas, please consult each student’s I.E.P or Individualized Education Plan.

Inclusion is a wonderful opportunity for both regular and special education teachers and students to work closely together to develop a truly effective learning experience. This activity represents one such opportunity. 

 Information for the Teacher:

An essential part for the success of this activity as a learning experience for special education students is the paraprofessional.  Students will require a vast amount of one-on-one assistance and reinforcement throughout their visit. Their senses will be tested to the maximum and their level of excitement will reflect this in their responses.  Since there is such a large biodiversity found at the aquarium, all moving at different rates, the student may become unfocused at times. Reinforcement of academic expectations will be a helpful guide to making this activity meaningful for each student.

While adult support may be required peer support and peer direction may also be used effectively to help students with special needs access these activities.  Very often  peers have significant influence on student learning.  This allows for an inclusive experience and helps all children develop appropriate social and community participation skills.  Activities should be modified to meet each student’s individual needs. 

A list of exhibits and organisms may be found or obtained on the web site or by calling the education office.  It is important to expose students to the various shapes many times prior to the visit to ensure that they will recognize and identifying them with little difficulty.

Required of the Students:

The students should have a basic knowledge of primary and secondary colors and shapes of organisms they will be observing at the aquarium.

Preparation Time:

Plans should be made well enough in advance of the day of the trip. Contact the aquarium one to two months prior to making a reservation. Also reserve the cafeteria at this time. This will ensure a place for lunch in the event of inclement weather.

Class time needed:

Approximately 2-3 hours actively engaging students at aquarium exhibits would be required for the trip.  The time frame is relative to various factors. Having lunch, viewing the IMAX presentations and transportation time will alter the time frame considerably.

Materials: 

· Teacher: The Aquarium Living Exhibits Handout acts as a tour guiding participants in an organized, well planned manner through the aquarium.

· Student:  The Activity Booklet allows the student to identify shapes of specific organisms which is required in order for them to properly color what is observed.

· 1Box of multicolored Crayola nontoxic crayons for each student.

· 1 Student Activity Booklet per student.

Background Information:

This is a culminating activity that uses prior knowledge to identify colors and shapes.

The purpose of this activity is to have students understand that colors and shapes are all around them and can be found in every part of the community in which live and function. This activity also relates well to past studies on where they live and what they can do to help keep their environment a healthy one. 

Procedure:

· Check to make sure that all materials are brought on the trip including any medications and/or medical equipment.

· Put each student’s name on his or her lunch bag.

· Place permission slips in an easily accessible place folder and place.

· Prior to entering the aquarium use the buddy system to quickly count students throughout the tour.

· Handout materials to all students.

· Instruct all members to keep together throughout the tour. 

· Identify each exhibit for the students as they arrive and instruct them to look on their booklets and point to the organism on the sheet that they see in the tank.

· Identify the colors on the organism and use the correct crayon to color the shape in the booklet that represents the organism they see in the tank.

· Keep the booklets for the assessment activity.

Cost:

Contact the education department at The Maritime Aquarium at Norwalk, Ct.

Or visit their web site at:  www.maritmeaquarium.org for an updated price schedule.

(203) 852-0700.

Consult your school’s policy for the scheduling of buses required for transportation.

Method of Assessment/Evaluation:

Using their booklets from the aquarium visit students are asked identify the colors of the following organisms:

· Harbor Seal

· Shark

· Turtle

· Otter

· Clown Fish
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