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Abstract

The Travel Program at The Maritime Aquarium at Norwalk offers students and teachers the opportunity to observe animals of the intertidal ( Littoral ) zone

that are normally found  during high tides. Using resource materials students are asked to identify the organisms present and describe how they function

efficiently in a changing environment.

Type of activity:

 Group Activity (2 students per group)

Reinforcement of Connecticut Core Science Standards

6.2 An ecosystem is composed of all the populations that are living in a certain space and the physical factors with which they interact.

Information for the Teacher

Contact with The Maritime Aquarium travel program instructors 2-3 months prior to their visit is essential for the success of this activity. This will allow ample time

to ensure that the specimens required for this class investigation will be transported by the instructor.  The unit on biomes of the world requires four (4)

weeks of class time to complete. This activity offers students an exciting way to conclude their studies on biomes of the world with an investigation in the

biodiversity of the seashore.  

Required of the Students 

· Read Chapter 23, section 4,pages 743-44. Science Explorer: Life Science Prentice Hall c.2002 Needham, Mass.

· Complete homework essay assignment describing how it would be possible for the students and their families to function successfully in both an air and water environment.

Preparation Time

Allow one (1) class period (45mins) to review lessons introducing the marine environment as a biome. Allow two (2) class periods to review functions which all

organisms must perform in order to be called living. One afternoon devoted to visiting The Maritime Aquarium at Norwalk and planning with the travel instructor would assist the teacher in designing classroom activities appropriate for specific grade levels.

Class Time Needed

One class period (45mins) will be enough time for the presentation of this lesson. Present the activity sheet to be used for recording observations and information while the instructor is setting up animals and tanks.

Materials 

· A Field Guide to The Atlantic Seashore  Peterson’s Field Guides 

· ISBN: 0-618-00209-X

· Clipboard

· Activity Sheet

· Pencil

Background Information

This activity is an investigation as part of the unit on marine biomes. Students take an active part in their learning experience based on previous lessons.

The purpose of this activity is to expose students to animals found in the intertidal zone while at high tide. This is an impossibility due to obvious restraints. We do not teach scuba or snorkeling at our school.

Procedure

· Obtain materials required for this activity.

· Write notes and observations in the appropriate spaces provided on the activity sheet while the instructor gives the presentation. This is an active listening process

· On the reverse side of your activity sheet, you and your partner may write any questions you may have for the instructor. Save these for the question/answer session.

Cost

The cost for one classroom visit can be found on the Maritime Aquarium Web site.

Methods of Assessment/Evaluation

Each group of students will use their written observations/lesson information to write a newspaper article on the following topic: The similarities and differences between two seashore organisms in their daily attempts to survive in a drastically changing environment known as the intertidal zone.  
Animals of the Intertidal Zone

Travel Program Activity Worksheet

Directions: List at least 7 animals presented and describe how each functions in order to survive in the intertidal environment.

Animal Name    
Temp. changes    
Oxygen changes   


Predation
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