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Dear friends,

This past year brought with it cataclysmic events—from a global pandemic to  
severe weather and fires underscoring the dire impacts of climate change—as  
well as sustained calls for justice, equality and inclusion. It was unprecedented,  
unsettling, and unrelenting for each of us. It will be a year that shapes much  
of this century.

The Maritime Aquarium, like so many, was profoundly affected by these health,  
economic, social, political, and ecological challenges. And together with you—our 
guests, members, donors and partners—and with our dedicated staff, volunteers  
and trustees by our side, we tackled these challenges with innovation, determination,  
and optimism.   

Deeply rooted in our mission “to inspire people of all ages to appreciate and protect”  
the environment around them, and to do it through education, exhibits, outreach,  
and conservation, we reinvented how we do this for our community in the midst of  
so much upheaval. We also set course to redefine our role beyond that of a traditional 
aquarium into one that is an integral leader of the community and voice of science on  
key issues, using our human connection to the ocean.

Even as this Impact Report is published, and the world continues to evolve around  
us, we unabashedly believe in a bright future—for the Aquarium, for our community,  
and for the blue planet that is our home.
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Responding to a  
PANDEMIC 

COVID-19 swept into our community in mid-March, earlier than almost 
anywhere else in the country. As it quickly spread, our course of action 
was clear: on March 12, we announced The Maritime Aquarium would 
close to the public the next day. We did it for the safety of our guests and 
staff, to protect their health; we did it as a voice leader for the community, to 
set an example; and we did it as a science-based organization responding 
responsibly. We were among the first in the country to do so.  
 

 
 

  
 
Reaching New Audiences through Innovative Platforms      

As the country closed down, the need for engagement and connection became  

acute. Immediately, we instituted a “Virtual Aquarium” that grew to include live  

question-and-answer sessions, keeper talks, virtual activities, and instructor-led  

meditation with our jellyfish. By summer’s end, countless guests enjoyed the  

Aquarium from their homes, with more than 3 million views.

Affirming our commitment as one of Connecticut’s leading providers of science,  

technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM) education, we quickly  

transitioned our in-person classes for schools into a suite of live, online, instructor- 

led programs. Since the outbreak, and through the summer, our Education team  

delivered more than 300 virtual STEM programs to schools located throughout 

Connecticut, especially to underserved student populations in Bridgeport, Norwalk 

and Stamford. Collectively, over 20,000 children in 43 states and across countries  

on 4 continents participated in our new virtual STEM-based programming and  

continued learning during school shutdowns and hybrid schedules.
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Prioritizing Health and Safety  
Above All Else    

The health and safety of our animals, guests and  

staff have always been, and will remain, our top  

priority. Whether the Aquarium’s doors are open  

or closed, the world-class care provided to our  

7,000 animals does not stop. Amidst a global 

pandemic, our animal husbandry team divided  

into isolated cohorts and provided uninterrupted,  

around-the-clock care.

When we reopened on June 20, we did so  

exceeding the requirements and guidelines  

established by the CT Governor and the Centers  

for Disease Control and Prevention. With tickets  

purchased online for timed entry, one-way  

traffic flow throughout the Aquarium, and masks  

required to be worn at all times, we offered an 

experience that gave guests confidence to return. 

This year, our annual World Oceans Day transformed into  
a weekend event, starting with our first-ever virtual gala, 
“Changing Tides.” With more than 200 registrants, musical 
performances, videos and opening remarks by Fabien  
Cousteau (at right), we celebrated the vital role the ocean 
plays in each of our lives—from the air we breathe to the 
food we eat, the ocean is all around us. As Fabien noted,  

    “The ocean to me, and to all of us, is our life- 
support system. It provides us everything we  
love and cherish and everything we depend  
on for our everyday lives.” 

 
We closed the weekend with the Norwalk Symphony  
Orchestra’s wonderful virtual performance of the  
“Aquarium” from Camille Saint-Saëns’ “Carnival of the 
Animals.” This piece, brought to life through imagery of  
our resident animals, reminded us all of new ways to  
connect with the ocean.

WHILE WE REMAINED APART, THE OCEAN KEPT US TOGETHER

I just want to thank you for  

the virtual programs. We  

didn’t have many options for 

our daughter this summer  

due to COVID-19 and the  

fact that our income has  

been reduced because of  

the pandemic. I’m watching 

her beaming while learning 

about seals this morning.  

She has been excited every  

day to sign on and feels like 

she got to do something  

very special this summer.  
     

“

“

— A Parent

W 
A
V 
E 
 S

  

 ear a mask

dvance reservations only

isit only when healthy

xercise social distancing

ee website before you arrive

Welcoming Guests Back with  
Easy to Remember Guidelines
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Addressing  
Educating Underserved Students
We connect with approximately 80,000 students and children annually—here  

in the Aquarium, aboard our research vessel, at local beaches and at hundreds of 

schools in Connecticut and New York. Some 40 percent receive financial aid to  

participate, thanks to grant funding to support education for underserved and  

lower-income students. 

Founded in 2016 in partnership with Odyssey Early Learning and Enrichment  

Programs and Grace Baptist Church, The Maritime Odyssey Preschool is the  

largest preschool in Norwalk, serving 200 children. An Aquarium early-childhood 

educator, based in a STEM lab at the school, works regularly with the children,  

who primarily come from the city’s lowest-income neighborhood. Yale’s  

Partnership for Early Education has found a direct correlation between the  

time students spent at the preschool and their kindergarten readiness. 

Promoting Accessibility
We demonstrate our commitment to providing transformative experiences to  

everyone in our community through leadership of “Accessibility for All,” a  

partnership that engages 11 of Fairfield County’s biggest attractions in improving 

how we all serve visitors with special needs. A new website—accessibilityforallct.org 

—contains helpful details for planning visits. And finally, 200 staff members of the 

11 institutions have trained on best practices for welcoming and serving guests  

with special needs. 

Prioritizing Diversity, 
Equity and Inclusion 
We convened a new staff  

committee tasked with guiding 

our decisions on diversity, equity 

and inclusion. But this was an  

Aquarium priority that preceded 

the national outcries of summer 

2020. In fact, this past March, 

together with Norwalk ACTS,  

we held a free public showing  

of “True Justice,” a documentary 

on achieving greater equity in  

the criminal justice system.

Nearly 500,000 annual visitors represent an extremely diverse community 
across the county, state, region and country.
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SOCIAL
CHANGE
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 We received the 2019  
Association of Zoos and Aquariums’ 

which recognizes the most significant  
innovative, productive and far-reaching  

program to promote diversity  
in institutions throughout the  

AZA community.

.

ANGELA PETERSON  
EXCELLENCE IN  

DIVERSITY AWARD 



    

 Protecting a Fragile

ENVIRONMENT

In addition to our dynamic live displays and innovative education programs, 
The Maritime Aquarium actively works to better understand and improve 
Long Island Sound through institutional research and participation in  
cooperative projects.

Leading Scientific Inquiry       

For over 30 years, The Maritime Aquarium has collected key data on biodiversity and 

water quality within the quadrant of Long Island Sound just outside our doors. As 

one of the longest-running studies, this research provides critical insights into how 

the waters of Norwalk Harbor have changed over time, whether as a result of local 

pollution controls, climate change or other factors. Thanks to our broad network  

of partners, this important data is available to the public at tma.evendata.com. 

Conserving Key Species and Habitats
Aquarium research initiated on Long Island Sound this year seeks insights into  

apex predators, new fish habitats and invasive species. Acoustic monitors were 

placed around the outer Norwalk Harbor to reveal the movements of a wide  

variety of tagged species, including sand tiger sharks, the largest predatory fish  

native to the Sound. 

This past summer, our Research Scientist discovered a new invasive crustacean— 

the Chinese mitten crab—upriver in Naugatuck, Connecticut, after several of the 

problematic creatures were pulled up by local oystermen. We are actively studying 

the extent of the invasion, as well as the short- and long-term effects on the ecology 

and infrastructure of the Sound.

Training Students and Citizens as Scientists
The Aquarium offers numerous opportunities for the community—citizen  

scientists—to become active stewards of Long Island Sound. Aquarium educators 

share the task of collecting animal and water data with excited participants during 

explorations at local beaches and public cruises aboard our research vessel. Each 

spring, hundreds of volunteers help our staff place census tags on horseshoe crabs 

for Project Limulus, monitor the region’s 

amphibian populations for FrogWatch  

USA, and clean beaches for our “AZA  

Party for the Planet” initiatives. 

In April 2020, we led the region’s first- 

ever participation in the City Nature  

Challenge, a global effort to mobilize  

communities to document biodiversity. 

Despite the pandemic, 380 participants 

recorded 3,191 observations of 796 species. 
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ADVOCATING FOR CHANGE 
This year, The Maritime Aquarium joined  
the Aquarium Conservation Partnership, a  
consortium of 23 leading aquariums across  
the nation. Together, we leverage experience  
and our community connections and relationships  
to inform the public and to influence national  
policymakers to better protect the ocean.    



 

Partnering on Key Initiatives 
The Maritime Aquarium partners with numerous organizations to preserve and protect Long Island 
Sound. Our data helps give shape to Save the Sound’s biannual Long Island Sound Report Card, which 
this year, thanks to data from the Aquarium and some two dozen other organizations, graded for the 
first time conditions in 50 bays and harbors that empty into the Sound. This is critical for improving 
water quality in bays and harbors, especially for partners like Copps Island Oysters.

Additionally, The Maritime Aquarium was authorized by the Connecticut Department of Energy & 
Environmental Protection as the only organization to remove derelict, or “ghost” lobster pots in the 
state. It is estimated that 700,000 abandoned lobster traps litter the bottom of the Sound. Some were 
lost over decades, but many were cut loose when the Sound’s $12 million lobster industry crashed  
in 1999. This effort will be closely coordinated with the Long Island Soundkeeper as well as local  

fishers, ultimately restoring the ecosystem of the Sound. 

 

CLIMATE CHANGE AND LONG ISLAND SOUND 

The world continues to witness a warming planet and dramatic, often destructive, changes as a  
result. The pathway is clear: reduce carbon dioxide and other greenhouse gases from the atmosphere 
by producing less and finding ways to absorb more. Adapting is more complex and requires we  
consider the myriad of ways climate change impacts our society and our environment.

Climate change in Long Island Sound is evident in many ways. Towns along the Sound are experiencing 
more incidents of coastal inundation during storms. Less obvious but equally consequential are population 
shifts of marine life, including the local losses of lobster and winter flounder, and increases in black sea 
bass and blue crabs.

As a science-based institution, The Maritime Aquarium has an obligation to raise public awareness  
on climate change, undertake conservation actions and empower the community to take action.

       •  Modeling Responsible Behavior – We have undertaken a number of changes in our  
operations to become more energy efficient, including: installation of 150 kw of solar  
panels on our roof; critical upgrades in the Aquarium’s life support systems including energy  
efficient pumps and motors; and LED lighting upgrades throughout the facility, including  
our largest shark tank.  

       •  Mitigating – We are supporting a kelp farming program near the Norwalk Islands in an  
effort to increase its production and subsequently the rate of CO2 removal. Our cameras  
on these farms also indicate that they are providing a new habitat for game fish like  
tautog, striped bass, and black sea bass.

       •  Adapting –  We are supporting the restoration of marshlands along the Norwalk River  
and riparian habitats to soften the impacts of storm surges and coastal flooding.  
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Our “Sound Resilience: Get  
on Board!” program—a four-year  

public outreach initiative that included  
engaging middle- and high-school students 

 in modeling how to brace our coastline 
 against climate change—received a 

during the Association of Zoos  
& Aquariums’ annual  

conference.

SIGNIFICANT ACHIEVEMENT  
AWARD IN EDUCATION 



    

Fulfilling  
Our Mission  
TODAY 

In the face of a global pandemic, we expanded our reach nationally and 
internationally, connecting with tens of thousands of students and families 
through our education programs and with millions more through social  
media. In response to the calls for equality and diversity, we continue to 
reach an increasing number of the most underserved and underrepresented 
groups. And with the imminent threat of climate change, we see an acute 
need to take specific actions on a faster timetable to have a meaningful, 
beneficial impact. 

Fulfilling our mission requires us to go broad in our reach and deep in our  

impact. By collaborating with organizations, donors and volunteers who share in 

our vision, Long Island Sound grows healthier, understanding of the marine world 

deepens, community strengthens, and our children gain passion and knowledge  

to lead in the future. 

Adopting the Cradle-to-Career Model       

Within our diverse and far-reaching education programs, two priorities rise to the 

surface: early childhood and teacher trainings. Because there is compelling evidence 

that the achievement gap among underserved and lower-income students begins 

with toddlers and in preschools, we are focusing many of our programs on early- 

childhood STEM education. Additionally, teachers need to be adequately trained 

to teach STEM, and we’re showing them how to use our animals and the ocean to 

make their classroom work more exciting and meaningful for children. 
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Integrating Exhibits, Education  
and the Environment
This year more than ever, we brought the three  
pillars of the Aquarium—exhibits, education and the  
environment—together to integrate our assets and  

leverage our impact. 

Locally, our new Horseshoe Crab Culture Lab may  

help reduce pressures on wild horseshoe crab  
populations from being harvested for medical testing. 
Our conservation team is raising horseshoe crabs from 
eggs to investigate the creatures’ physical processes, 
food preferences, breeding behaviors and more. A  
window into the lab lets guests see the tiny baby  

animals and follow the work. 

Nationally, The Maritime Aquarium is proud to be  
one of 23 institutions in the U.S. selected to provide 
onsite care for corals rescued from the Florida Reef 
Tract, a 360-mile bank reef being decimated by  
an epidemic of stony coral tissue loss disease. We  
are providing the highest-quality care to 35 corals  
representing 13 different species until the outbreak  
subsides and they can be safely returned to Florida.  
An effort of this scale has never been attempted  

before in the U.S. 

Deepening the Guest Experience 
It was an exciting year full of transition and  
accomplishment for the Aquarium’s volunteer  
program. We won Top Honors in the Volunteer 
Engagement Award category from the Association  
of Zoos and Aquariums. The award recognized our  

new “Conversation 2 Conservation” training  
program, which employs best practices from  

the National Association of Interpretation  
to build volunteers’ confidence and 
increase their effectiveness when  
engaging with guests. Despite the 
disruption of the pandemic, we were 
thrilled by the number of volunteers  
who enthusiastically returned when  

the Aquarium reopened in June. In total,  
274 volunteers provided 23,565 hours of  

service in FY 2020. 

In June, The Maritime Aquarium unveiled a powerful new “Living Lights” exhibit that features  
flashlight fish, an invasive jelly from Long Island Sound, and other animals that have the unique 
ability to glow in the dark. This exhibit, a partnership with the Pratt School of Design, was the 
perfect way to welcome our guests back after our three-month closure due to COVID-19. 
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This year the 
 Association of Zoos  

and Aquariums awarded  
us Top Honors with the 

 

for our new “Conversation 2  
Conversation” volunteer  

training program. 

VOLUNTEER  
ENGAGEMENT AWARD 



    

The Connecticut Department of Transportation continues work to replace  
the 120-year-old railroad “Walk Bridge” that crosses the Norwalk River, 
part of the critical transportation link between Boston and Washington  
D.C. on the northeast corridor. The Walk Bridge’s close proximity to the 
Aquarium meant our buildings, and the animals in our care, would be  
significantly impacted. 
 
To ensure the safety of our animals and guests, the Aquarium received functional 

replacement compensation from the State of CT in the amount of $40 million  

for the exhibits most affected—namely the IMAX® movie theater and the indoor- 

outdoor seal pool.

Designed by the architectural firm Beyer Blinder Belle, with Construction  

Solutions Group providing owner representation, and construction managed in  

a joint venture of AP Construction and O&G Industries, the Aquarium is excited  

to unveil these experiences in 2021:

New 4D Theater
Expected to open in January 2021, the 169-seat 4D theater will immerse guests  

in memorable sensory experiences. Designed in conjunction with SimEx-Iwerks 

Entertainment, the theater will offer 

3D digital projection, proprietary 4D 

sensory seats and other in-theater  

special effects. The theater will  

give the Aquarium a valuable  

multipurpose space, perfect for  

educational and seasonal films,  

lectures, presentations, and even 

facility rentals. 

 

Expanded Seal Pool
When it debuts in April 2021, the new 

seal pool will surpass the “shark tank” 

as the Aquarium’s largest exhibit at 

150,000 gallons—7x its original size. 

The L-shaped tank will reach up to 

the original exhibit’s guest-balcony 

height with viewing on two levels. 

It will be entirely indoors, so as to 

protect the seals from the impacts  

of the five-year Walk Bridge Project. 

Building for  
TOMORROW 
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SUPPORT AND REVENUE 

     Admissions
    Gift shop, net
    Events
    Contributions
    Walk bridge
    State grants
    Membership
    Education
    Food service and catering
    Community services
    R/V Spirit of the Sound
    Facility rental
    Miscellaneous

Net assets released from restrictions 
          Total support and revenue

EXPENSES
    Administrative
    Physical plant
    Education
    Animal husbandry
    Admissions
    Fundraising
    Exhibits
    IMAX® film
    Community services
    Membership
    R/V Spirit of the Sound
    Research and conservation
          Total expenses
Change in net assets before
non-operating revenues

NON-OPERATING REVENUES
     Interest income
     Unrealized gains
Total non-operating revenues

     Change in net assets

Net assets, beginning of year

Net assets, end of year

$   3,691,294 
207,713 
294,229 
373,115 
640,000 
303,705 
982,611 
388,860 
113,785 
134,205 
111,621
 46,630 
 85,051 

7,372,819 
906,383 

8,279,202

2,367,444 
3,954,648 

853,637 
1,240,760 

692,524 
304,327 
337,804 
301,033 
187,499 
 79,202 

147,816 
180,986 

10,647,680

(2,368,478)

26,199 
47,607 
73,806

(2,294,672)

17,499,523

$ 15,204,851 
 

$              

709,492 

709,492 
(906,383)  
(196,891) 

(196,891)

(196,891)

2,857,045

$   2,660,154 
 

$   3,691,294 
207,713 
294,229 

1,082,607 
640,000 
303,705 
982,611 
388,860 
113,785 
134,205 
111,621
 46,630 
 85,051 

8,082,311 

8,082,311

2,367,444 
3,954,648 

853,637 
1,240,760 

692,524 
304,327 
337,804 
301,033 
187,499 
 79,202 
147,816 
180,986 

10,647,680

(2,565,369)

26,199 
47,607 
73,806

(2,491,563)

20,356,568

$  17,865,005 
 

$   5,829,188 
385,328
581,505 

1,713,228 
4,933,187 

303,705 
1,344,247 

511,566 
173,468 
254,481 
171,169 
69,489 
44,798 

16,315,359

16,315,359 
 
 

3,143,754 
4,154,563 
1,116,222 
1,231,862 

879,215 
581,532 
402,109 
454,716 
312,484 
84,722 
169,139 
180,281 

12,710,599

3,604,760 
 
 

66,306 
67,460 

133,766 
 

3,738,526 
 

16,618,042 
 

$  20,356,568

2020
Without Donor  

Restrictions

2020
With Donor  
Restrictions

2019
  

Total

2020
  

Total

THE MARITIME AQUARIUM AT NORWALK, INC.
Statement of Activities and Changes in Net Assets
For the year ended June 30, 2020
(with summarized comparative totals for the year ended June 30, 2019)

Our  
FINANCES 
 
For the year ending June 30, 2020, The Maritime Aquarium experienced a $2.3 million deficit as  
a direct result of COVID-19. The ripple effects of the pandemic were felt across our business— 
from the cancellation of our annual gala to the elimination of school trips to a three-month  
closure (March – June) during what is normally the start of our busiest period, early spring 
through the summer. We lost millions of dollars in the form of attendance fees, group bookings, 
memberships, and events.  
 
In response, the Aquarium took drastic actions to reduce operating expenses, with a total  
reduction of nearly 60 percent. Ongoing expenses were primarily dedicated to providing the  
highest quality care to our animals and sustaining essential life-support systems for their habitats. 
A skeletal staff implemented education and outreach efforts, as well as maintained minimal  
administration functions.
 
Despite a difficult year, our financial foundation is strong. We have a $1.7 million endowment  
for education, as well as critical funding from the City of Norwalk, the State of CT, and The 
Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) Act—and, of course, you, our donors. 
During this time of great uncertainty, we continue to be inspired by your generosity and visionary 
support. Thank you for helping us meet the challenges of this moment so we can enjoy this  
institution for years to come.

 

David Truedson
Chief Operating Officer
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Our  
DONORS 

CORPORATE PARTNERS 
A. P. Construction Co., Inc.

A. Pappajohn Company

AffinEco, LLC

Bank of America

Beyer Blinder Belle Architects and Planners LLP

BIC Inc.

Charkit Chemical Corporation

Chubb

Collins Enterprises, LLC

ConnectiCare

Construction Solutions Group, LLC 

DLH International LLC

Event Network

Fairfield County Bank

FastEddie400, Inc.

Fields Development Group

First County Bank

Heidenreich Enterprise, L.P.

Kohler Ronan

Linde

M & T Bank

Makiaris Media Services

MRK Fine Arts, LLC

Newmark Knight Frank

O & G Industries, Inc.

People’s United Bank

PhRMA

Precision Gear Industries LLC

R.D. Scinto, Inc.

Shipman & Goodwin LLP 

Spinnaker Real Estate Partners, LLC

Summit Golf Brands

Toigo HVAC LLC

The Voyage Group at Wells Fargo Advisors

FOUNDATION AND  
COMMUNITY PARTNERS 
Benjamin M. Baker Charitable Fund

Band Central Fund

The Bauer Foundation *

Peter and Carmen Lucia Buck Foundation 

The Daphne Seybolt Culpeper Foundation

Davies Charitable Fund *

Diageo Community Fund

The Dorr Foundation 

Ebb Point Foundation * 

Evergreen Charitable Fund *

Fairfield County’s Community Foundation

Laurie and Dave Gendell

The Gibbons Foundation *

Joseph & Licia Gimma Foundation *

The Glassmeyer Family

Maurice Goodman Foundation, Inc.

The Per and Astrid Heidenreich Family Foundation *

Alexander Host Foundation, Inc.

Stephen and Molli Hourihan Fund

Kleeman Family Fund *

Ruth & Seymour Klein Foundation, Inc. *

The Kreitler Foundation, Inc. *

Leon N. Lapine Charitable Residuary Trust

Linville Family Foundation *

Kathryn Lockhart Fund *

Lone Pine Foundation, Inc.

The M & T Charitable Foundation

Katharine Matthies Foundation

Brian and Katie McCormick Charitable Fund

Henry E. Niles Foundation

Norwalk Sail & Power Squadron

People’s United Community Foundation

The Rich Foundation

The Rust Foundation

Save the Sound, Inc.
Stamford Hospital Foundation
Starly Foundation *
United Methodist Church of Westport and Weston
R.T. Vanderbilt Trust

The Wirth Family Charitable Fund

* Guardians of the Sound Giving Partner

GUARDIANS OF THE SOUND  
GIVING PARTNERS

Board Chair’s Circle ($50,000 and above)
Mr. and Mrs. Earl Mix
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Rohn

President’s Circle ($25,000-$49,999)
Mr. and Mrs. Richard  B. Alexander 
   and The Ballard Foundation 
Mr. and Mrs. Bill Burnham

Mr. and Mrs. Andreas Halvorsen

Audrey and Ken Weil

Leadership Circle ($10,000-$24,999)
Anonymous (1)
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Bewkes  
   and The Robert Bewkes Family Gift Fund
Ms. Kelly A. Considine
Mr. and Mrs. Leonard DiNardo 
   and The Aiello Charitable Foundation, Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. John F. Erdmann III 
   and The Jeff and Barbara Erdmann Fund
Margaret and Clay Fowler 
Mr. Samuel B. Fuller
Mr. and Mrs. Charles A. Hinnant
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Hokin
Mr. Austin McChord
Debby McLean and Keith Kearney
Mr. and Mrs. John R. Mitchell Jr. and 
   The Kathy and Russ Mitchell Charitable Fund

Mr. and Mrs. Tim Pettee

Ms. Aline Sullivan and Mr. William Pitt

Friendship Circle ($5,000-$9,999)
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Gilmartin

Mr. and Mrs. Richard J. Jacoby

Mr. Alan L. Shurr

Patrons Circle ($1,000-$4,999)

Taryn DeClerico and Peter Aerni

Mr. and Mrs. Moses Alexander

Mr. Charles J. Anderson

Mr. Peter Ardery

Mr. and Mrs. Morten Arntzen

Mr. and Mrs. James R. Barker Sr.

Mr. and Mrs. Eric Blattman

Mr. and Mrs. James Coley

Mr. Kevin Conroy

Ms. Katie Cook

Mr. Neil DeFeo

Michael and Michelle Diliberto

Mr. and Mrs. James H. Ditkoff

Mr. David Donovan

Ms. Pamela Fletcher and Mr. Stephen G. Tomlinson 

Mr. and Mrs. Milan Galik

Mr. and Mrs. Bill Hennessey

Mr. and Mrs. Rich Hesselman

Ms. Judith G. Hyers

Mr. and Mrs. Vincent K. McMahon

Mr. James Mecca

Ms. Alice Morrison and Mr. David Radulski 

Mrs. Katharine O’Brien

Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Rand

Mr. and Mrs. John Reynolds

Mr. and Mrs. Michael Riccardi

Mr. and Mrs. Brooks Ritchey

Mr. and Mrs. Christopher Du P. Roosevelt

Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Sahrbeck

Mr. and Mrs. Dan Skolds

Schlinkert Family 

Mr. and Mrs. Edward Stearns

Mr. and Mrs. Jim Treacy

Mr. Matt Trotta

Dr. Marian Vulpe 

Mr. and Mrs. Jack Woodruff
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As a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization, we rely on the generosity of supporters like you to 
achieve our mission. Together, we are inspiring this generation and the next to appreciate  
and protect Long Island Sound—and the ocean beyond. Thank you.



Our  
LEADERSHIP 

Audrey Weil, Chair 

William Burnham, Vice Chair 

Clayton Fowler, Vice Chair 

Richard Hokin, Treasurer 

Robert L. Rohn, Assistant Treasurer

Michael Widland, Secretary (through April 2020) 

Aline Sullivan, Secretary (as of May 2020) 

Anne M. Berlack 

Neil W. Beup

Rebecca Brown 

Lee Caney

Kelly Considine 

Emmakate DiNardo
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SENIOR LEADERSHIP TEAM

Jason Patlis, President and CEO      

Dave Truedson, Chief Operating Officer

John Joyce, Chief Financial Officer (through May 2020)

Barrett Christie, Director of Animal Husbandry

Thomas Frankie, Director of Exhibits

Tom Naiman, Director of Education and Volunteers

Tina Tison, Director of Marketing

Danielle Tranzillo, Director of Development

Jodi Trice, Director of Guest Operations

Ann Gilmartin

Doug Grabe

Melissa Joan Hart 

Judith G. Hyers

LaTanya Langley (through January 2020)

Deborah C. McLean 

Kathryn P. Bowler Mitchell

Earl Mix

Timothy Pettee 

Michael Reilly 

The Hon. Harry Rilling 

Katie Rohn 

Felix R. Serrano 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Active During Fiscal Year 2020



    
 

Even as the nation grapples with a confluence of social, 
health, economic, political, and environmental challenges, 
The Maritime Aquarium envisions a bright future. We draw 
our optimism from the creativity and ingenuity of human  
spirit throughout history, and on the strength and resilience  
of the natural world.
  
Our mission is to inspire people to appreciate and protect 
Long Island Sound, the global ocean, and the world around 
us. Only with optimism in the future can we inspire now, 
during these challenging times. 
That inspiration starts with the amazing, wondrous life under  

the sea that you can find at The Maritime Aquarium. It grows to  

the eye-opening, life-changing lessons that children experience 

through our diverse education programs.  It comes from the  

scientific discoveries and conservation successes we have had.  

That inspiration doesn’t stop there: it extends to the broader  

human connection to the ocean—in arts, literature, music, food, 

commerce, and health. Humans have been inspired by the ocean  

in so many ways throughout the history of civilization. 

The ocean is an integral part of our human experience, and it  

will remain an integral part of our future. 

The inspiration we seek to instill in you is 
more important than ever before, and it is 
where we find our optimism for the future.  Envisioning a  

BRIGHT 
FUTURE
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All photography by Dave Sigworth/The Maritime Aquarium unless otherwise noted.




