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The Maritime Aquarium inspires people of all ages to appreciate and protect the Long 

Island Sound ecosystem and the global environment through living exhibits, marine 

science, and environmental education. We are guided by the following principles:

Passion For the animals in our care, for our visitors, for our work, for nature.

Warmth In our welcoming interactions with visitors.

Pride In our work, in our service to visitors and the community.

Respect For our visitors, staff, colleagues, and constituents.

Integrity In all our dealings with ourselves and others.

Teamwork To collaboratively reach and execute the best decisions.

Innovation To solve problems unconstrained by the status quo.

Excellence In everything we do.

The Immeasurable Value of The Maritime 

Aquarium

Since its founding in 1988, The Maritime Aquarium has been instrumental in spurring the 

growth of South Norwalk—SoNo—generating an estimated $51 million for the state of 

Connecticut and $30 million for the city of Norwalk. 

Having grown to be the second largest family attraction in Connecticut, drawing nearly 

500,000 guests annually, the Aquarium holds a unique space in the fabric of our 

community.

The Maritime Aquarium is a trusted partner with universities, school districts, social 

services, businesses, and government agencies in fulfillment of its education, research 

and conservation mission.



Partnership Opportunities

In-Kind Goods and 

Services
Membership

Program

Naming

Opportunities

Event & Campaign

Sponsorship

Now more than ever, your visionary support is vital to our survival.

A grant or contribution to The Maritime Aquarium is one of the best ways to help see us 

through this difficult period. Together, we will sustain and enhance our programs and 

experiences so that we can continue to enjoy this dynamic institution even more once the 

immediate crisis has passed. 

Below are other ways you can show your support of The Maritime Aquarium, and 

encourage others to do the same. Each opportunity offers unique business benefits and 

engagement options which can be customized to meet your priorities. Benefits may 

include: reduced rates on space rental and bulk tickets, social media promotion, on-site 

signage, complimentary guest passes for staff/clients/partners, etc.



Naming Opportunities

We have launched a $40 million renovation that will position the Aquarium as a leader in 

marine science for the next 30 years and beyond. The construction project is in response 

to the rebuilding of an adjacent railroad bridge that directly impacts the Aquarium and is 

funded with functional replacement funds from the state and federal governments.

We invite you to make a contribution to name one of our newly renovated or existing 

exhibits, galleries or learning spaces throughout the Aquarium. Donor recognition, 

employee engagement and other external promotion will be negotiated. 

• 4D Theater—When this new 169-seat theater opens in 
December 2020, it will feature 3D digital projection and 
special effects, such as the feeling of wind and rain. The 
renovated space will also have a multipurpose space for 
lectures, and private and corporate events. 

$5,000,000

• Seal Pool—The improved 150,000-gallon seal exhibit, 
scheduled to open April 2021, will reach up to the balcony 
level, making it the Aquarium’s largest exhibit—and seven 
times bigger than the original.

$3,500,000

• The Shark and Ray Touch Pool—This 5,000-gallon tank will 
remain the centerpiece of Maritime Hall, housing primarily 
cownose rays that guests can stroke and touch—very 
carefully.

$1,000,000

• The Meerkat Exhibit—Interactive displays will showcase 
how ocean currents in the Eastern Atlantic help create 
Africa's Kalahari Desert where meerkats are found. 

$500,000



Naming Opportunities

• Ocean Beyond the Sound Gallery—This exhibit will feature 
an interactive kiosk, digital ID screens and a tank with 12-foot-
high acrylic walls, creating an experience that challenges the 
traditional image of sharks as bloodthirsty predators. 

$100,000

• Artificial Reef Tank—The Artificial Reef Tank showcases 
coral reef fish—some of the most colorful animals in the 
ocean. Its location next to an exhibit on weather and climate 
offers visitors the opportunity to learn about ocean habitats 
that are vulnerable to changes in climate.

$50,000

• Time-Bound Exhibit—Now through November, visitors can 
explore animals that glow – like porcupine fish, flashlight fish 
and scorpions—and how they use bioluminescence and 
fluorescence to attract mates, find prey, camouflage and deter 
predators. From December through March, this gallery will 
host a sculpture exhibit and then, transform into a salt marsh. 
Naming opportunities are time-bound as exhibits rotate to 
highlight various ocean wonders. 

$25,000

• Learning Labs—The Aquarium has several classrooms that 
host formal and informal programs, camps and events for 
guests of all ages. The renovation will add a touch tank to 
one classroom.  This naming opportunity will rotate annually 
to allow all donors an opportunity to showcase their support.

$10,000

• Donor Recognition Wall—This redesigned donor wall will 
honor supporters of the Aquarium’s mission of protecting 
wildlife and the Long Island Sound.

$5,000 and 
below



In-Kind Donations

OUR CRITICAL NEEDS

PRODUCE: The heart of The Maritime Aquarium is our dynamic collection of 

interactive exhibits that feature nearly 7,000 animals representing 310 species—

including protected, endangered or threatened species, such as harbor seals, sea 

turtles, sturgeon and corals. 

Each day, our resident animals consume about 230 pounds of food—including 

produce, frozen seafood, pellets, gels, mice, live crickets, and multiple types of live 

shrimps. All food is restaurant-quality for the health of the animals and we maintain 

cleanliness and sanitization standards higher than most restaurants. We also provide 

a wide variety of vitamin and nutritional supplements to keep our collection healthy. 

By making an in-kind contribution of produce, you can play a vital role in ensuring the 

safety and wellbeing of our animals. 

EXPERTISE:  The Maritime Aquarium also partners with a variety of organizations 

who provide their pro-bono expertise across various fields from legal counsel to 

financial support to veterinary services.

OTHER:  The Maritime Aquarium has wide-ranging needs across its education and 

research/ conservation programs for donated goods. Our Corporate Partners provide 

invaluable in-kind support that ensures our financial resources are allocated to the 

most critical needs.

In recognition of your generosity, The Maritime Aquarium would be honored to partner with 

you in on and offline recognition, including naming opportunities, to increase the visibility 

of your organization.



Event & Campaign Sponsorship

During key moments of the year, we engage with our supporters on important calls to 

action in support of The Maritime Aquarium’s mission. When you partner with one of our 

events or campaigns, you showcase your organization’s commitment to the community to 

your employees and customers. We will recognize your contribution across a range of 

channels reaching tens of thousands of our supporters.  

The below includes our four largest annual efforts. 

•Each February, over 10,000 community members join together to 
increase awareness of and raise critical dollars for the organizations 
that define Fairfield County. This 24-hour fundraising event is a true 
celebration of community, filled with outreach, promotion and fun 
competition along the way!

Fairfield 
County’s 

Community 
Foundation 
Giving Day

•Historically, the largest fundraising event for the Aquarium is its’ 
annual gala hosted in April. Over 200 guests come together to enjoy 
an elegant dinner followed by both a silent and live auction. This 
event also honors companies, organizations and individuals who 
share in our passion to inspire people of all ages to appreciate and 
protect Long Island Sound.  

Spring Gala

•Traditionally held each September, the Aquarium hosts over 100 of it 
supporters to day of golf and tennis followed by dinner and a live 
auction.

Golf and 
Tennis 
Classic

•People want to give back during the holiday season. The Maritime 
Aquarium captures this spirit of giving through our annual appeal, 
emphasizing the importance of giving back. Your contribution to this 
campaign can be leveraged as a match—inspiring others to follow 
your lead.

Holiday 
Campaign



Membership 

Level
Benefits

$2,500

• Acknowledgement in The Maritime Aquarium’s annual gala 

program, highlighting your organization’s support;

• A 10% discount for all employees on Aquarium admission, including 

tickets to our public cruises and 4-D theater upon opening in 2021; 

employees’ spouse and children receive a 5% discount; and

• The opportunity to participate in one employee engagement event 

annually, such as supporting the refurbishment of an exhibit or 

volunteering at an Aquarium-sponsored event.

Discount available to Members of the Norwalk Chamber of 

Commerce.

$5,000

All of the above, with:

• Aquarium admission discounts of 15% for employees and10% for 

employees’ spouse and children.

• 1 complementary, private charter for up to 50 guests (pending 

social distancing requirements).

Each Membership Level is active for a period of 12 months.

Corporate Membership Program

You can also show your support of The Maritime Aquarium by becoming a Corporate 

Member. Membership provides all your employees, with exclusive opportunities and 

hands-on experiences.


