
Daisy Shapes in Nature

Activity 1: I Spy Shapes
Shark teeth come in a variety of shapes and sizes. Depending on 
the prey item, sharks have teeth shaped to help them capture and 
eat that prey item. The large triangular shaped teeth of the 
megalodon are similar to the great white shark. These teeth are 
designed for taking bites out of large prey.
Rays have a depressed or flat body design. This allows them to 
swim or glide through the water. For rays that feed on the bottom, 
like the cownose rays in the touch tank, this design allows them to 
search for and eat food that may be hidden in the sand.
Each fin on a shark has a specific purpose. The top fin, or dorsal fin, 
helps the shark stay balanced or upright in the water. The pectoral 
fins on each side of the shark help it steer through the water. The 
large tail fin known as the caudal fin is like the shark's motor that 
helps with forward movement.ists and to animals.
The final step in completing this badge is to create art inspired by 
nature.
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Activity 2: Animals and Shapes
Unique shapes help animals survive in the intertidal zone. The 
intertidal zone is the area on the beach that is covered by water at 
high tide and exposed to air at low tide. The shell shapes of snails 
help protect their soft bodies from predators like crabs, large fish, 
or seagulls. Snails can pull their entire body inside of their shell and 
shut a door called an operculum. The Forbes seastar, found in the 
Long Island Sound, has five arms or rays. Each ray has tiny tube 
feet that act like suction cups to help the seastar move over the 
rocks. These arms are also very strong and help the sea star pull 
open prey items like clams and mussels.
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Activity 4: Shape Counter
Bioluminescence is a process in which an animal can make their 
own light. Light is produced as a product of a chemical reaction 
that occurs within the organism's body. Scientists believe that 
organisms use bioluminescence to warn predators, lure prey, or 
communicate between members of the same species.
Since jellies do not have fins to help them move, they pulsate their 
circular shaped bell pushing water out to propel themselves 
forward. Take a close look at some of the jellies in this exhibit and 
watch how they move their bells.

Activity 5: Make your own Shape or Pattern
Now that you have observed a variety of shapes and patterns in 
nature it is time to make your own! Using the kiosks in Newman's 
Own Hall select an animal and create a pattern on it using the 
colors available. Think about how your animal may use its pattern 
to help it survive in its habitat. Think about things like protection 
from predators or attracting prey. As you create a pattern for your 
animal look at the shapes on its body and think about how the 
animal may use those shapes for movement and consuming prey.

Activity 3: Size and Patterns
Rainforests are very dense with a multiple layer canopy. The 
leaves of each plant are in competition with each out to get 
sunlight. The larger the leaves, the greater the opportunity to 
collect sunlight for photosynthesis.
Deserts are just the opposite with a lack of rain and a lot of sun. 
Cacti have adapted their leaves to be just spines, which reduces 
the amount of water lost as they are exposed to hot sun for the 
majority of the year.


