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Naming Opportunities: Leaving Your Mark on The Maritime Aquarium 
 
Since opening our doors in 1988, The Maritime Aquarium has helped spur the redevelopment of South Norwalk. 
Along the way, the Aquarium has evolved and grown, providing more than 500,000 guests of all ages each year 
with a living classroom and a connection to the Long Island Sound.  
 
Now, we have the extraordinary opportunity to upgrade our living exhibits and create unparalleled learning 
experiences that will position the Aquarium as a leader in marine science for the next 30 years and beyond. As 
state and federal agencies replace the 121-year-old Walk Bridge, which sits within 12 feet of the Aquarium’s rear 
wall—so close that the train tracks actually bisect the tunnel connecting the Aquarium to the IMAX theatre—we 
have received $35 million in functional replacement funds to expand and enhance areas of the Aquarium directly 
impacted by the construction. We have already broken ground on a new Seal Pool and 4D Theater, both 
expected to be completed by early 2021. These renovations and others will provide guests with even more 
exciting and educational visits. 
 

An Exciting Opportunity 

 
We are excited to offer you a unique opportunity to be a part of The Maritime Aquarium. We invite you to make a 
contribution to name one of our newly renovated or existing exhibits, galleries or learning spaces throughout the 
facility. You can leave a lasting mark by commemorating a loved one, celebrating a special occasion or showing 
your love for the Aquarium. 
 
Your commitment—shared through a naming opportunity—to The Maritime Aquarium will inspire others to join us 
in our fight to ensure the next 30 years is as transformative as the first. 
 

Naming Opportunities by Giving Level 
 
$5,000,000 

4D Theater—A new 4D theater, scheduled to open January 2021, will feature 3D digital projection and in-
theater special effects that allow up to 169 theatergoers to feel wind and rain and sense smells. The 
renovated space will also have the ability to show conventional digital films of all types, and serve as a 
multipurpose space and stage for lectures, private and corporate events, and other functions.   
 

$3,500,000 
 

  

Seal Pool—The new, state-of-the-art seal habitat, scheduled to open April 2021, will dominate Newman’s 
Own Hall, the great hall of the Aquarium. It will extend two stories with full length windows into the habitat, 
with haul-out areas, viewing and feeding platforms, and special treatment and medical facilities for when 
needed. At 150,000 gallons, the seals’ new home will be The Maritime Aquarium’s largest exhibit—seven 
times bigger than the original exhibit.  

 
$2,500,000 

Otter Gallery—Our current otter habitat is 25 years old and in need of constant, costly maintenance 
which diverts resources from other mission-critical activities. A larger, updated enclosure would allow 
more space for our otters to swim and play while also allowing guests to get underwater views from 
multiple locations. 

 
$1,000,000 

The Shark and Ray Touch Pool—This 5,000-gallon tank is the centerpiece of Maritime Hall, housing 
primarily cownose rays and bamboo sharks that guests can stroke and touch—very carefully! Among the 
favorite attractions of the children and our younger guests.   
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$500,000 

The Meerkat Exhibit—Our meerkats are in need of new home as we continue renovations as a result of 
the Walk Bridge Project. Interactive displays will showcase the ecology of the desert and its connection to 
the ocean, specifically how ocean currents in the Eastern Atlantic help create Africa's Kalahari Desert 
where meerkats are found. This exhibit features a full troop of meerkats that interact with our guests and 
entertain them with constant climbing, digging and foraging.   
 
Ocean Beyond the Sound Gallery—This dramatic exhibit contains our large sharks and other species 
found in the ocean beyond Long Island Sound, including six sand tiger sharks—some 9 feet long. This 
main exhibit will feature an interactive kiosk, digital ID screens and a tank with 12-foot-high acrylic walls, 
creating an educational and immersive experience that challenges the traditional image of sharks as 
bloodthirsty predators. This exhibit is also a popular venue for private dinners and receptions.   
 

$250,000 
Sea Turtle Gallery—The Sea Turtle Gallery is among our guest’s favorite exhibits for its three mature but 
playful sea turtles—two green sea turtles and one loggerhead, both species threatened with extinction.  
The exhibit highlights the dangers that marine debris and other pollutants pose to sea turtles and the 
ecological importance of coral reefs, with the goal of fostering a lifelong commitment to animal welfare.  
 
Journey of the Jellies—This dynamic exhibit lets guests get close to some of the most strangely 
beautiful—and sometimes painfully dangerous—animals in the sea and even, experience the flow of 
water as the jellies swim around. Journey of the Jellies displays the most jelly species in the northeast 
region.  

 
$100,000 

Quarantine Facility—A feature of all back-of-house tours that take guests to the top of Open Ocean, our 
quarantine facility is the most important tool we have to ensure the health and well-being of the animal 
collection. This facility provides acclimation and prophylactic veterinary care for new animals, hospital 
facilities for those that are sick and injured, and space for the staff to grow out juveniles as animals at the 
aquarium breed. 

 
$50,000 

Coral Reef Color Explosion—This exhibit showcases coral reef fish—some of the most colorful animals 
in the ocean. Its location next to an exhibit on weather and climate offers visitors the opportunity to learn 
about ocean habitats that are vulnerable to changes in climate. 

 
$25,000 

Summer/Time-Bound Exhibit—Now through November, visitors can explore animals that glow – like 
porcupine fish, flashlight fish and scorpions—and how they use bioluminescence and fluorescence to 
attract mates, find prey, camouflage and deter predators. From December through March, this gallery will 
host a sculpture exhibit and then, transform into a salt marsh. These naming opportunities are time-bound 
and exist twice annually as this exhibits rotate to highlight various wonders of the ocean and beyond. 

 
$10,000 

Learning Labs—The Aquarium has several classrooms, home to a variety of small animals, like 
tortoises, lizards and hedgehogs, where children and adults can explore the ecology of the ocean through 
formal and informal programs, camps and events. The renovation will add a touch tank to one classroom.  
This naming opportunity is rotating on a 12-month basis to allow all of our donors and opportunity to 
showcase their support. 
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Kitchen—Animal nutrition is a cornerstone of the care we provide to the animal collection. Each week, we 
feed thousands of pounds of seafood, hundreds of pounds of produce and over 40 specialty items to the 
diverse array of species housed at the Aquarium. All food is restaurant-quality for the health of the 
animals and we maintain cleanliness and sanitization standards higher than most restaurants. This 
naming opportunity is rotating on a 12-month basis to allow all of our donors and opportunity to showcase 
their support (in-kind donation options available). 

 
$5,000 and below 

Fish Wall—This redesigned donor wall honors those who support the Aquarium’s mission of protecting 
wildlife and the Long Island Sound. 

 

Recognition 
 
Through recognition in our new state-of-the-art facilities, donors will be honored for their vision and commitment to 
our mission. All donors will be recognized in accordance with The Maritime Aquarium’s Donor Circle.  For 
corporate partners, donor recognition, employee engagement and other external promotion will be negotiated.  
 

Considerations  
 
Donors will complete a formal agreement with The Maritime Aquarium at the time a naming opportunity is agreed 
to.  The following includes key terms for consideration: 
 

 Naming opportunities shown are based on availability and are subject to change. 

 All naming is subject to the final approval of The Maritime Aquarium’s President and CEO. 

 Multi-year pledges up to 5 years are permitted; naming is conditioned upon the completion of first 
payment. 

 Donors are eligible to purchase multiple naming opportunities.   

 Naming will expire per the donor agreement but not later than the useful life of The Maritime Aquarium’s 
facilities.  

 

Please Join Us! 
 
Major internal and external construction on the Aquarium is in full swing. In the short term, we are aware that this 
may cause some inconvenience to our guests. But we are committed to maintaining high-quality programing, 
exceptional guest experiences and fun family time to explore and learn within our community for generations to 
come. 
 
 

For more information please contact Danielle Tranzillo, Director of Development at 
dtranzillo@maritimeaquarium.org or 203-852-0700 extension 2204. 
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