
THE MARITIME AQUARIUM VOLUNTEER DIVER TEAM REQUIREMENTS 

Description  

Volunteer divers at The Maritime Aquarium have the opportunity to dive one of the Aquarium’s largest 

exhibits, and to assist Husbandry Staff with the weekly cleaning of the habitat. Volunteer divers may also 

have the opportunity go through additional training and participate in the interactive, in-water 

presentations that occur in the shark habitat, which promote the Aquarium’s mission and conservation 

efforts. The sDive Volunteer applications are accepted year round and evaluations of prospective divers 

will occur as the need arises. Diver selection is based on meeting the prerequisites and the abi lity to 

successfully pass an in-water assessment. 

 

Prerequisites  

18 Years Old  

Advanced Open Water Diver (Or Equivalent Experience)  

25 Logged Dives  

Commit to a Minimum of 12 Shifts per Year  

 

TMA In-Water Assessment  

Watermanship:  

1. Swim underwater for a distance of 25 yards (23 meters) without surfacing.  

2. Swim 400 yards (366 meters) in less than 12 minutes.  

3. Tread water for 10 minutes  

4. Transport a passive person of equal size a distance of 25 yards (23 meters) in the water.  

5. Breath hold dive in water too deep to stand in to retrieve dive weight  

 

Scuba Assessment:  

1. Equipment assembly and basic equipment knowledge  

2. Pre-dive safety check 

3. Consistent attention to good buddy behaviors 

4. Seated and deep-water entries  

5. Demonstration of good surface habits  

6. Tired diver tow  

7. Controlled descent  

8. Basic Scuba skills circuit  

9. Emergency procedures – alternate air source  

10. Controlled Emergency Swimming Ascent  

11. Ability to demonstrate effective underwater communication  

12. Demonstration of strong buoyancy control throughout assessment  

13. Ladder exit in complete Scuba equipment (or other exit as determined by the training l ocation)  

14. Equipment disassembly  

 

Basic Requirements to Maintain Active Diver Status  

 Maintain a current First Aid/CPR Certification  

 Maintain a current AAUS Medical  

 Maintain a current DAN Membership  



 Participate in an Annual Safety Drill  

 Meet attendance requirements – minimum 12 shifts per year (exceptions may be made on a 

case-by-case basis) 

 

General Description of a Maritime Aquarium Diver  

Divers at The Maritime Aquarium perform a variety of tasks. The physical demands described below are 

representative of those that must be met by all divers to successfully perform the essential functions of 

their role at The Maritime Aquarium. The physical demands and conditions outlined below are not 

designed to contain a comprehensive listing of those faced by a Maritime Aquarium Diver but are meant 

to provide a broad overview to consider as part of the examination.  

 

Physical Demands of a Maritime Aquarium Diver:  

 Lift at least 60 lbs  

 Enter and exit each exhibit via ladder in full scuba equipment (approximately 60 lbs or more) 

without assistance  

 Self-don scuba equipment  

 Perform strenuous underwater activity (cleaning and basic maintenance)  

 Perform rescues on other divers  

 Pass an AAUS in-water assessment  

 

Environmental Conditions of a Maritime Aquarium Diver May Include:  

 Cold water ( approx. 60 degrees) 

 Close proximity to a variety of animals, including potentially hazardous marine life 

 Wet surfaces and walkways 

 Elevated platforms 

 Vertical ladders  

 Confined spaces 

 Stairs 

 Working around high-pressure cylinders 

 

 


